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THE POWER OF WE 

Dear Parents and Guardians:  
 

W e truly hope this New Year will be a prosperous year for all 
of Benjamin Logan.  As we reflect back on 2019, there were 

many good things that should make us proud to be a Raider!  We 
have the best students, staff and communities that support and value 
education.  While there have been a few downs during the past year, 
the perseverance of the Benjamin Logan Communities will always   
shine and unite for the sake of our students. 
 

Also, the BLMS “We Grow Students” Presentation will be this month.  This is a presenta-
tion that showcases our middle school programs, our students and staff, and all the great 
initiatives going on at BLMS.  This presentation will be made to our 2020 BL School 
Board Members and we will definitely show them how we Empower, Equip, and Educate 
our students throughout the year. 
 
The beginning of a new year, also finds us with the beginning of a new semester.  Start-
ing on January 6th, we will be starting our 3rd nine weeks.  If you are experiencing prob-
lems logging onto our Progress Book Program to see your child’s grades, please contact 
our office at 937-599-2386.  We would be happy to assist you in getting proper 
username and password to monitor your child’s level of success.  We invite you to initi-
ate contact with our teachers and play a vital role in our success. 
 
We have many activities coming up in the months ahead.  Please continue to engage with 
us as we support our students academically, cheer for them athletically, encourage them 
to explore organizations by getting involved, and dreaming about their futures! 
“The Power of We, starts with Me,” 
  
Sincerely, 

Scott Frederick 

Scott Frederick 

January Important Dates 
6:   First Day of 2nd Semester 
      Grades Posted in Progress Book  
      REACH 12 - 12:25 
      Basketball Games with Jonathan  
      Alder 5:30 
7:  After School Detention until 4:30 
8:  MS Winter Choir Concert 6:30 
9:  Art Club until 4:30 
     COG until 4:15 
     Wrestling Tri-Match Logan Elm 6:30 
      Basketball Games with North 
      Union 5:30 
11: Benjamin Logan Wrestling 10am 
13: REACH 12 - 12:25 
      Show Choir Festival HS Auditorium    
      2pm 
      MS Basketball Games Urbana 5:30pm 
14: BOE Meeting 7pm.  
     (BLMS Tour 5:45 pm) 
      After School Detention until 4:30pm 
      MS Basketball Games Kenton 5:30 
16: COG until 4:15pm 
      MS Basketball Games Bellefontaine  
17: Districtwide PD Day (No Students) 
18: Saturday School 8 - 11:00 am 
      Midwest Wrestling Champs  
      Lima Shawnee 10am 
20: MLK Jr. Day- No School  
21: After School Detention until 4:30 
23: Art Club until 4:30 
       COG until 4:15 
       MS Basketball Games Graham 5:30 
24: Logan County Spelling Bee  
      @ BLMS @ 6:00 pm 
25: Pete Rozmus Wrestling Invite 
      Urbana HS 10am 
27: REACH 12:00 - 12:25 
      MS Basketball Games ILake 5:30 
28: After School Detention until 4:30 
       Home Super Wrestling Tri-Match  
       5:30 
30: COG until 4:15 
 
  
  
 



T 
his school year in Mrs. Rader’s and Mrs. Gill’s reading classes, the students 
have been reading many books, short stories, nonfiction articles, and other 
reading texts. The students have been taught that in order for a person to be 
a good reader, a person must be thinking while reading. In short, readers are 

thinkers!  Simply reading the words on the page or reading for speed is just not going to 
help the students to comprehend the words on the page.  
 

Students have been taught that they must do many things while they read. They need to ask themselves questions be-
fore they start to read a text, during the reading of the text, and after reading the text. Students need to make connec-
tions between their own lives and the text. The text may just remind the students of something that has happened in 
their own life. Next, we tell the students to visualize, visualize, visualize! We are always asking the students if they 
have a movie playing in their brains while they are reading. We ask the students to tell us about that movie and to 
share what they have visualized with others in the classroom. We ask the students to question themselves about the 
text. In other words, what is the main idea? Finally, students need to think about their own thinking after reading the 
text to figure out if they feel differently after reading or if they have new ideas about the topic.  
 
If you want to help your student be a better reader, the following are some questions that you can ask…. 

 Before you start to read, what questions do you have about the text? 
 Make a prediction. What do you predict this text will be about after reading the title? 
 Does this remind you of something else that you’ve read? 
 What can you picture in your mind while you read? 
 Can you list the details in the text in order? What happened? 
 What is this text about? What is the main idea? 
 What new ideas do you have about this topic? 

THE POWER OF WE 

All About the 5th Grade:  

We’re on the Web: 

 

 

Reading 

ms.benjaminlogan.org/ 
 

http://ms.benjaminlogan.org/


THE POWER OF WE 

All About the 5th Grade:  

Science 

5th Grade Science with Mrs. Peterson 
 

T he 5th graders started off the year in science by reviewing measurement tools and the scien-
tific process. We discovered how many drops of water will fit on a penny and measured everything 
from playing cards to plastic dinosaurs. Students seemed to have fun using the tools such as spring 
scales and balances.  
 

After strengthening our base knowledge, we moved on to our Life Science unit. We discussed what makes an ecosystem 
and explored all the relationships between organisms from food chains and webs to complex, symbiotic relationships 
that are formed between organisms. In this unit we watched a video that raised the question of what plants eat. We used 
balloons and a yard stick balance to find that air has weight! This helped us understand that plants not only take in  
sunlight and water, but also air that is used in the process of photosynthesis to make food and energy for the rest of the 
ecosystem. 
 
We finished up the semester with a unit about our solar system. We started close to home and looked at how the sun, 
Earth, and moon interact with each other. Students also studied each planet and its characteristics, 
as well as other flying objects in space. This unit was taught mostly in small groups which provided 
a great opportunity for all the students to participate and ask questions. As much of the content as 
possible will be taught this way in the future.  
 
After the winter break, we will begin studying forces and motions. In order to boost reading ability, we will also con-
tinue working with Mrs. Gill and Mrs. Rader with our Newsela articles. Every other week, the students read an article 
in their language arts class related to the science content we are studying. Then on Monday, the kids take a quiz over the 
article in Science class. This provides an extra exposure to the content and extra practice in determining text structure, 
main ideas, supporting details, and more. The hope is that this will make better, better-rounded students, and set them 
up for success in the future. 



THE POWER OF WE 

All About the 5th Grade:  
Social Studies  

F ifth graders are learning that where you live in the United States determines how you 
live.  Each year we study the seven regions of the United States: the Pacific Coast, the Rocky 
Mountains, the Southwest, the Midwest, the South, the Mid-Atlantic, and the New England 
regions.  Students have completed maps of the regions focusing on the landforms and bodies 
of water for the Pacific Coast or Southwest States as well as writing a geo-poem, created slide 

shows or posters for the Rocky Mountain states, designed postcards for the Southeastern region, and chosen and shared 
foods from the Midwest. They will finish this expansive unit by writing and performing a song, a rap, a chant or cheer, 
or a poem that includes information about the Northeastern states of the U.S. As we learn about the culture, landscape 
and economy of each region, we also focus on using good language arts skills within each project.  Just before Christmas 
break students challenged themselves by taking a bonus quiz in which they identified as many of our fifty states as possi-
ble.  How many could you remember?  

Math 

I n math, the fifth graders have been working 
on place value, powers of ten, rounding and 
multiplication of whole numbers. After break, 
the students will begin division and fractions. 

Many different activities have been completed to investigate 
each concept. Please continue to encourage your child to be-
come fluent with their math facts.  
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